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si ties of slum children and youths: and to such proportions
did that vision grow that finally all else was dwarfed by
its range.
The first glimmer of Barnardo's dream was given to the
world on July 25th, 1867, in a letter to The Revival^1 which
emphasizes the urgent need of Mission work among boys
and girls who nightly were prowling about the streets, or
frequenting the vilest beer-dens. A few paragraphs from
this letter will make clear Barnardo's case: "Shortly after
I came to this great metropolis, I began, in company with
a dear and highly honoured servant of God, to preach in
the open air in some of the narrow streets, lanes and alleys
of the parish of Stepney. Though frequently we met with
a measure of opposition, we were not discouraged, but
looking above for results, we sought in weakness, and
oft-times in much fear and trembling, to sow the precious
seed of the Kingdom. ... In this way we laboured chiefly
on the Lord's Day, sometimes giving four or five addresses
in different localities upon the same day. We were deeply
struck with one fact, that whilst about one-half of our
audiences were children, and perhaps only one-fourth
their parents, etc., the other fourth and sometimes even a
larger proportion consisted of that class which, in the
lower ranks of society, goes far to fill our prisons with
inmates and to supply the ranks of those lost women who
nightly parade our streets, viz., boys and girls whose ages
varied from thirteen to twenty-eight years. These were they
who came about us and listened with open mouths as well
as ears to our story of love."
Then, referring to Ernest Street Ragged School, and
mentioning that always he invited his street-corner audiences
to attend its classes, he proceeds to illustrate the character
of its pupils: "A policeman one Sunday evening stepped into
1 The Revival a little later changed its name to The Christian. Always it was a
warm supporter of Barnardo's work; Mir. R. G. Morgan, its editor, rendered
Barnardo valiant personal aid.